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MEAT  PRODUCTION  IN  SPECIFIED  COUNTRIES  IN  1947 

Meat  production  in  the  principal  livestock  countries  of  the  world,  exclu- 
sive of  the  Far  East,  in  1947  was  estimated  at  65.9  billion  pounds,  according  to 
the  most  recently  available  data.    This  is  above  the  preceding  year  by  4.0  bil- 
lion pounds  or  6  percent,  and  is  within  0.4  billion  pounds  of  the  1934-38  five- 
year  average  of  66.3  billion  pounds. 

The  most  significant  increases  in  meat  production  in  IS 47  occurred  in  the 
continental  countries  of  Europe.    Last  suinaer^s  drought,  together  with  an  already 
critical  feed  situation  in  western  and  central  Europe,  resulted  in  a  considerable 
liquidation  of  livestock  and  a  substantial  increase  in  meat  production*  Con- 
versely, meat  production  in  some  of  the  eastern  and  southeastern  countries  of 
Europe  was  augnented  by  relatively  good  feed  grain  crops  in  1947. 


MEAT  l/s    Summary  of  world  production,  1947,  with  comparisons 


Area 

'  Average 
!    1934-38  i 

!       1946  J 

e  Preliminary 
:  1947 

North  America  2/   i 

Middle  East  J>/,..,...  J 

Union  of  South  Africa  i 

Million  J 
pounds 

Million  < 
i  pounds 

!  Million 
\  pounds 
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:  26,500 
i  8,900 
:  ;3/l6,000 
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\  883 
i  3,112 

:  26,700 
\  9,500 
\  2/18,200 

y 

■  y 

i  880 
!  3,242 

;  66,300 

;  61,900 

;  65,900 

Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations. 

1/  Carcass  meat.    Excludes  offal,  lard,  rabbit  and  poultry  meat. 

2/  Includes  United  States,  Canada,  Mexico  and  Cuba. 

2/  Not  strictly  comparable  with  prewar,  due  to  territorial  changes. 

y  Estimates  included  in  the  total. 

5/  Includes  Egypt,  Turkey,  Iraq  and  Iran. 

Z/  Total  includes  41  countries,  which  in  1938  produced  66.3  billion 
pounds  of  meat  out  of  an  estimated  total  of  70  billion  pounds  for 
67  countries,  excluding  China. 
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Moderate  production  gains  also  took  place  in  the  United  States, 
Argentina,  Brazil,  Australia,  New  Zealand- 'and  the -Soviet  Union.    In  the 
j  United  States,  short  feed  supplies,  strong  demand  and  high  prices  for 

meat  combined  to  encourage  large  marketings  of  meat  animals.    The  in- 
crease in  1947  meat  output  was  accompanied  "by  a  2.6  million  decrease  in 
cattle  inventories  and  declines  in  nearly  all  other  categories  of  meat 
animals.    In  Argentina,  and  to  a  lesser  degree  in  Brazil,  higher  prices 
due  to  strong  domestic  and  export  demand  increased  marketings  and  total 
meat  output  in  1947  compared  with  1946.    Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
because  of  improved  grazing  conditions  and  higher  export  prices,  also 
increased  their  production.    Favorable  crop  conditions  in  the  Soviet 
Union  during  1947  were  reflected  in  an  increased  meat  output  for  the 
year. 

Decreases  in  meat  production  were  evidenced  principally  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  Eire,  Norway,  Chile,  Uruguay  and  Canada.    In  the  United 
Kingdom,  a  general  shortage  of  feed  and  reduced  numbers  of  breeding 
animals,  particularly  of  sheep  and  hogs,  have  led  to  a  further  decrease 
in  meat  output.    Production  in  Eire  also  declined  in  1947,  but  con- 
tinued above  the  1934-3&  average.'  Norway  Ts  output  -was  about  one -fifth 
below  the  five-year  average. 

Meat  production  in  Canada  was  below  that  of  1946,  but  somewhat 
above  prewar.    High  feed  costs  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and 
packing-house  strikes  in  the  fall  delayed  marketings  and  reduced  the 
1947  production.    In  Chile  meat  output  declined,  due  to  increasing 
prices  and  lack  of  foreign  exchange  for  the  importation  of  cattle.  In 
Uruguay,  slaughter  was  down  because  of  heavy  losses  of  calves  in  the 
1943  drought  which  would  have  been  marketed  as  four-year  olds  in  1947. 

The  large  meat  production  in  1947  has  tended  to  retard  the  re- 
building of  livestock  herds  and  flocks,  and  has  generally  slowred  up 
restoration  of  numbers  to  prewar  levels  in  many  countries.    -The  in- 
crease in  population  in  many  countries  has  made  a  heavy  drain  on  the 
livestock  resources.    For  the  livestock  industry  to  recover  its  prewar 
status  and  meet  normal  consumption  requirements,  most  countries  will 
require  be tter-t nan-average  crop  and  pasture  conditions  and  supplies 
of  feed  for  several  years  to  come. 

Meat  production  in  the  United  States  'in  1947  was  23.3  billion 
pounds,  the  fourth  largest  on  record.    Beef  and  veal  output  totaled  12 
billion  pounds,  or  about  51.5  percent  of  the  total  meat  production; 
pork,  excluding  lard,  about  10.5  billion  pounds  or  about  45  percent, 
and  mutton  and  lamb  800  million  pounds,  or  about  3.5  percent.  Produc- 
tion of  beef  and  veal  increased  moderately  in  1947,  while  production 
of  pork,  mutton  and  lamb,  decreased  from  a  year  earlier.  Although 
mutton  and  lamb  were  slightly  below  the  1935-39  average,  beef  and 
veal  and  pork,  exclusive  of  lard,  were  around  50  and  43  percent  above 
the  5-year  prewar  average a 

The  high  prices  received  by  farmers  for -cattle,  hogs  and  sheep 
in  1947,  the  continuing  strong  consumer  demand  for  meat,  and  the 


-  4.  - 


shortage  of  feed,  particularly  corn,  combined  to  encourage  large  market- 
ings of- meat  animals.    This  was  accompanied  by.  a  reduction  of  2.6  mil- 
lion head  in  the  cattle  inventories^  and  declines  in'  nearly  all  cate-' 
gories  of  meat  animals  at  the  beginning  of  1948.    Cattle'  and  hog  numbers, 
however,  are  above  the  1936-40  average,  but  sheep  numbers  are  below. 

Meat  output  from  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep  in  Canada  during  1947  is 
reported  at  2,1  billion  pounds,  a  drop  of  over  "100  million  pounds  from 
the  revised  estimate  of  the  preceding  year.    Beef  and  veal  production 
decreased  about  9  percent  from  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  is  still 
more  than  4&  percent  larger  than  the  5-year  average,    Although  pork,  " 
excluding  lard  in  1947*  declined  about  2  percent,  it  is  about  cne-half 
larger  than  the  1935-39  average  production,  and  mutton  and  lamb  are 
still  slightly  larger  than  the  prewar  average.    Beef,  veal  and  pork 
production  continues  downward  trends  that  began  in  1945 ,  while  mutton 
and  lamb  production  appears  to  fluctuate  from  year  to  year. 

Higher  economic  returns  in  alternative  farm  enterprises  caused 
farmers  to  shift  from  raising  of  hogs,  and  in  other  instances- to  reduc- 
tion of  hog  numbers  in  1945  and  1946.    For  practically* the  same  reasons, 
cattle  numbers  began  to  decline  in  1946,  and  the  trend  has  continued 
downward  ever  since.    The  higher  feed  costs  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  and  the  packing-house  strikes  in  the  fall  delayed  marketings 
and  reduced  the  1947  meat  production, 

In  1947 *  meat  production  in  Mexico ,  based  on  inspected  slaughter, 
remained  near  the  1946  level  and  about  30  percent  above  the  5-year 
average  (1934-38).    The  decrease  in  beef  and  veal  production  in  1947 
was  more  than  offset  by  the  9  percent  increase  in  pork  output.  Never- 
theless, beef  and  veal  production  in  1947  was  believed  to  be  about  20 
percent  larger  than  the  1934-38  average,  while  pork  output  almost 
doubled  prewar,  and.  mutton  and  lamb  production  continued  at  a  relatively 
low  level.    Exports  of  live  cattle  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States  con- 
tinued to  be  prohibited  in  1947  as  the  result  of  the  1946  outbreak  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease 

■Cuba's  meat  production  in  1947  was. somewhat  larger  than  that  of 
1946.    The  output  of  beef  and  veal  and  pork  increased  oyer  the  preceding 
year,  and  these  meats  were  also  about  17  and  13  percent  higher, 
respectively,  than  the  1936-40  average.    Better  grazing  conditions  for 
cattle  and  more  abundant  supplies  of  palmiche  nuts  for  hog  feed  en- 
couraged heavier  marketing.    Heavy  slaughter  in  1947  has  decreased 
cattle  numbers  still  further. 

Meat  production  in  Europe,  including  the- Balkan  countries -but 
exclusive  of.  the  Soviet  Union,  was  believed  to  have  increased  in  all 
countries  except  the  United  Kingdom,  Eire  and  Norway.    £n  already  crit- 
ical feed  situation  in  western  and  central  European  countries  was 
further  deteriorated  by  last  summer's  drought..    Consequently,  more  than 
seasonal  slaughter  of  livestock  took  place  to  substantially  increase 
the  1947  meat  production.    In  this  group  of  countries,  Sweden  was  the 
only  country  to  exceed  its  prewar  production,  \vhile  the  others  ivere 
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.  generally  considerably  below  their  respective  prewar  levels.    Beef  and 

1  veal  production  in  Denmark,  Eire  and  Sweden,  however,  exceeded  that  of 

f  prewar,  but  pork  production  was  considerably  below  prewar  in  all  three 

countries. 

The  United  Kingdom ,  the  world's  largest  importer  of  meat,  produced 
14  percent  less  meat  in  1947  than  in  1946  and  only  about  62  percent  as 
much  as  in  prewar.    Meat  production  received  a  sharp  setback  from  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  primarily  because  milk  production  was  given  prefer- 
ence, and  dairy  cattle  were  given  priority  on  feed  grains  during  and 
after  the  war« 

In  Denmark,  the  total  meat  production  in  1947  was  nine-tenths  of 
the  prewar  output.    Beef  and  veal  production  continued  to  increase  and 
even  exceeded  the  1934-38  average  by  36  percent,  while  bacon,  normally 
one  of  the  principal  exports,  was  one-third  below  the  prewar. 

In  France,  meat  production  in  1947  increased  about  15  percent  over 
the  preceding  year,  but  output  was  still  15  percent  below  the  1934-38 
average.    During  the  summer,  the  severe  drought  reduced  feed  resources 
and  forced  farmers  to  liquidate  considerable  numbers  of  livestock. 
Although  livestock  weights  were  lower  than  prewar,  it  was  believed  that 
French  cities  received  relatively  larger  quantities  of  meat  than  in 
prewar. 

In  1947 y  meat  production  in  Belgium  and  the  Netherlands  increased 
moderately,  but  the  former  was  only  three-fourths  and  the  latter  ■  about 
one-half  of  the  1934-38  average,    Inadequate  feed  supplies  during-  and 
since  the  war  have  kept  livestock  numbers  in  both  countries  from  making 
as  rapid  a  recovery  as  normally  expected  3    Meat  production  in  blizonial 
Germany,  was  only  about  50  percent  of  prewar.    This  apparently  was  in 
line  with  the  policy  to  keep  numbers  adjusted  to  available  feed  supplies. 

Switzerland  in  1947  evidenced  a  slight  increase  in  neat  production 
over  a  year  earlier,  but  output  was  only  about  70  percent  of  the  1934-38 
average.    Difficulties  encountered  in  obtaining  feed  during  the  1946-47 
winter,  together -with  last  year's  drought,  and  subsequent  shortage  of 
domestic  feeds,  led  to  heavy  slaughter  of  livestock  and  reduction  in 
numbers . 

Although  meat  production  in  Italy  increased  moderately  in  1947* 
the  total  output  was  almost  20  percent  below  that  of  prewar.  Shortage 
of  forage  crops  and  the  impossibility  of  importing  feed  concentrates 
retarded  the  restoration  of  livestock  numbers,  and  generally  slowed 
up  recovery  to  prewar  levels. 

Relatively  good  grain  crops  were  reflected  in  increased  meat  out- 
put in  several- eastern  European  and  Balkan  countries,    Meat  production 
in  all  of  the  southeastern  European  and  Balkan  countries  increased  over 
the  preceding  year  of  1946,  but  none  reached  their  respective  average 
for  the  1934-38  period,  according  to  the  limited  information  avail- 
able.    However,  it  is  generally  believed  that  except  for  Greece,  live- 
stock numbers  in  this  area  increased  in  1947. 
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Meat  output  in- Czechoslovakia  in.  1947  increased  considerably  over  a 
year  earlier  and  was . about  7  percent  larger  than  the  prewar  production. 
Shortage  of  feed,  together  with  a  relatively  high  incidence  of  livestock 
diseases,  caused  considerable  liquidation  of  livestock.  Poland  also  in- 
creased its  production  over  1946  but  was  still  about  one-third  below  pre- 
war. Shortage  of  feed  and  diseases  have  checked  recovery  of  cattle  num- 
bers, but  hog  production  apparently  has  Improved. 

In  the  Soviet  Union ,  neat  production  was  believed  to  have  increased 
moderately  over  that  of  1946,  but  was  still  below  the  prewar  average, 
Feedgrain  crops  were  believed  to  be  relatively  good  and  livestock  numbers 
apparently  increased  in  1947. 

Production  of  meat  in  Argentina  was  estimated  at  about  5*7  million 
pounds  in  1947.    This  was  about  13  percent  larger  than  the  preceding 
year,  and  more  than  27  percent  above  the  1934-38  average.    The  1947  out- 
put of  beef  and  veal  was  not  only  around  20  percent  greater  than  in  1946, 
but  made  up  almost  82  percent  of  the  total  meat  production  in  that  coun- 
try.   Pork  output,  exclusive  of  lard,  dropped  nearly  36  percent  in  1947, 
while  mutton  and  lamb  increased  5  percent.    In  both  instances,  pork, 
mutton  and  Iamb  are  above  the  5-year  average. 

The  early  announcement  in  the  fall  of  1946  of  the  possibility  of  a 
meat  price  adjustment,  together  with  relatively  good  growing  conditions 
and  a  strong  domestic  demand  for  meat,  particularly  beef,  encouraged 
large  marketings  and  heavy  slaughterings  in  1947.    Pork  production 
apparently  fell  off  because  of  lack  of  satisf actory  market  outlets  since 
pork  was  not  included  in  the  Anglo-Argentine  Agreement.    Cattle  and  sheep 
numbers  in  1947  showed  moderate  gains,  while  hog  numbers  dropped  off 
considerably. 

Although  unprecedented  heavy  cattle  slaughter  occurred  in  Brazil, 
only  a  slight  increase  was  reflected"  in  the  total  meat  production  for 
1947.    Beef  and  veal  output,  however,  was  7  percent  below  that  of  prewar. 
-Pork,  mutton  and  iamb;  showed  a  small  increase  from  1946.    Pork  : produc- 
tion, however,  was  still  5  percent  above  prewar,  while  mutton  and  lamb 
production  was  over  3  times  as  large.  •  Piemoval  of  meat  rationing  in 
1947  increased  cattle  slaughter  and  cattle  numbers  were  decreased  by  a 
million  heada    On  the  other  hand,  hog  and  sheep  numbers  increased  to  con- 
tinue the  upward  trends. 

Meat  production  in  Chile  declined  10  percent  in  1947  from  a  year 
earlier.    This  output,  however,  exceeded  the  1934-38  average  by  nearly 
15  percent.'  Beef  and  veal  constitutes  about  65  percent  of  the  total 
meat  supply,  while  mutton  and  lamb,  the  principal  meat  export,  made  up 
about  21  percent.    All  three  types  exceeded  prewar  output. 

Beef  and  veal  production,  the  principal  type  of  meat  in  Paraguay, 
showed  increases  in  1946  and  1947,  and  exceeded  the  1934-38  average. 
All  of  the  principal  types  of  meat  production  in  Uruguay  decreased  in 
1947 >  and  the  total  output  was  about  one-fourth  below  that  of  'prewar. 
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In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  beef  and  veal  production  increased 
slightly  over  the  1946  output  and  was  about  30  percent  above  the  1934-38 
average.    Pork  production,  exclusive  of  lard,  remained  relatively  con- 
stant and  showed  only  a  snail  increase  over  the  previous  year  and  pre- 
war,' Mutton  and  lamb  production,  on  the  other  hand,  were  below  last 
year,  but  practically  at  the  prewar  level.    Gradual  improvement  in 
weather  and  pasture  conditions  since  1946  enabled  cattle  to  practically 
hold  their  own.    But  pork  production  was  held  back  by  the  slow  recovery 
in  feed  grains,  while  sheep  slaughter  was  kept  down  by  high  prices  for 
wool,  resulting  in  farmers  holding  back  sheep  for  breeding. 

In  Australia,  meat  production  in  1947  showed  a  moderate  increase 
over  the  preceding  year,  but  was  still  slightly  under  the  1934-38  aver- 
age.   Although  grazing  conditions  were  improved  and  wool  prices  are 
higher,  the  increase  was  to  some  degree  due  to  the  holdover  of  cattle  as 
a  result  of  the  16-week  strike  in  the  Queensland  meatworks  in  the  latter 
part  of  1946. 

Beef  and  veal  production  showed  the  largest  increase  over  1946,  but 
was  still  some  80  million  pounds  below  the  5-year  average.    Mutton  and 
lamb,  however,  showed  a  small  increase  in  1947  and  continued  to  be  above 
the  1934-38  average.    Pork  output,  on  the  other  hand,  fell  below  the 
preceding  year  of  1946  and  was  slightly  above  the  prewar  average. 

Restocking  of  cattle  and  sheep  appears  to  have  been  limited  by  lack 
of  suitable  breeding  lines  and  high  prices.    Because  of  the  high  wool 
prices  and  an  abundance  of  feed,  however,  there  was  some  retention  and 
buying  of  sheep  for  restocking.    This  reduced  the  number  available  for 
slaughter.    There  was  also  a  strong  demand  for  store  cattle.  Cattle 
losses,  as  a  result  of  the  drought,  not  only  retarded  expansion,  but  were 
expected  to  offset  breeding  operations  for  several  years.    High  costs  of 
production  were  further  deterrents  to  large  pork  output  in  1947. 

In  1947,  the  meat  output  in  New  Zealand  was  3*5  percent  larger  than 
in  the  preceding  year,  and  about  19  percent  above  the  1936-38  average. 
Although  an  increase  occurred  in  all  types  of  meat,  beef  and  veal  and 
mutton  and  lamb,  production  exceeded  the  prewar  average  and  pork  dropped 
below  that  level. 

As  a  result  of  good  pasture  growth  in  1947,  sheep  and  cattle  went 
to  the  freezing  works  at  heavier  weights  and  in  a  better  condition  than 
any  other  time  during  the  last  5  years.    Hogs,  particularly  baconers 
and  porkers 9  were  averaging  about  2  pounds  heavier,  and  the  proportion  of 
baconers  were  larger  than  in  1946.    Higher  prices  for  dairy  products 
including  by-products,  however,  were  not  conducive  to  expansion  of  the 
hog  industry. 

 oOo  


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricul- 
tural production  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations 
Committee  on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report,  the 
Committee  was  composed  of  Joseph  A.  Becker,  Chairman,  C.  M.  Purves, 
Elmer  A.  Reese,  Hazel  B.  Kefauver,  Lois  B.  Bacon,  Karen  J.  Friedmann, 
and  Constance  H.  Farnworth. 
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